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THE TERRIFIED SPANIELS
Captain Gregson spoke of other strange phenomena that he
and his two boys had seen or heard. The Captain had a black
cocker spaniel. One night he was taking the dog across the
courtyard when he (the Captain) heard footsteps at the far end
of the yard. The steps passed over a wooden trap-door, making
a considerable noise. Gregson paused, and the dog stopped dead
eand positively went mad. He shrieked and tore away, still
shrieking, and we have not seen or heard of him since. I searched
the yard, but no one was there.' He purchased another spaniel
puppy. One night he was taking it across the courtyard when
the dog behaved exactly as its predecessor had done. It bolted,
shrieking, and was never seen again.
This same courtyard was the scene of another strange incident.
At four o'clock in the morning after the fire the local policeman
asked Gregson who werev the clady and gentleman, in cloaks,'
whom he had seen coining out of the Rectory during the fire.
The Captain told him that there was no one on the premises
except himself. But the constable was certain he had seen the
two 'strangers' leave the burning building and cross the court-
yard. When I visited the Rectory later in order to take some
photographs1 of the blackened ruins some villagers told me that
two figures were seen at the upper windows when the Rectory
was actually blazing. One appeared to be a young girl, the
other was merely a 'formless figure.'
THE GHOSTS SURVIVE THE FIRE
The fire did not, apparently, destroy the ghosts, and some of
the most remarkable evidence for the haunting of Borley Rectory
concerns a figure seen in the ruins a month after the place was
destroyed. Miss Rosemary M. Williams, of Borley Lodge, and
Mr C. G. Browne, of Pound Hall, Long Melford, were, with
some friends, examining the Rectory by moonlight on the night
of Sunday, March 26, 1939.
Miss Williams and her friend were standing on the Nun's
Walk gazing at the blackened Rectory when both saw * a small
1 Reproduced as Plate VII in The Most Haunted House in England.